THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
the elect. If reproached with the backwardness
of Catholic countries, they seemed lukewarm in
denying the assertion or proving exaggeration
in cases when it could be done, or in showing
how accidental was the connection between
religion and stagnation. If a case of bad sanita-
tion were alleged against a particular town,
they would irrelevantly answer that the inhabi-
tants were virtuous, as if godliness and cleanliness
were incompatible alternatives. To this type
of mind the civic patriotism of St. Paul is wholly
alien. It hardly regards the problems of civic
society as of any interest except in so far as
they may illustrate the evils that flow from
neglect of the moral law, or indicate likely
occasions for a suitable exhibition of Divine
chastisement. Such a temper has presumably
always existed throughout die phases of Church
history. It runs naturally into Novatianism or
perhaps again into Quietism, and it has its
counterparts outside the Church. It acts also
as a grave handicap and discouragement to the
legitimate aspirations of the faithful, and as an
excuse and cover for selfish isolation and re-
pulsive sloth.
At the present time, however, there is observ-
able a wholly different tendency. Writers and
preachers are invoking the teaching of the
Church to cure the temporal evils of humanity.
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